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A.A.H.D. 1958 ANNUAL MEETING 

R/ The American Academy of the history of dentistry held its seventh 
annual meeting November 7 in the English Room of the Baker Hotel, 

Dallas, Texas. The program was given as published in the Bulletin for 

October. 


Dr. Robert Thoburn was installed as president; Van B. Dalton was 
chosen president-elect; Harry B. McCarthy was elected vice-president; 
and the following officers were re-elected: Milton B. Asbell, secre- 
tary; George B. Denton, editor. 


Curt Proskauer of New York City and Luigi Casotti of Milan, Italy, 
were elected honorary members. 


For the 1959 meeting held in conjunction with the A.D.A. Centennial 
session at New York, the Academy will invite the Subdcommittee on the 
History of Dentistry of the Scientific Commission of the F.D.I. to 

hold a joint meeting and present a combined program. 


The Academy has announced a historical essay contest for undergraduate 
dental students. The award will be provided by the M. D. K. Bremner 
Fund, derived from’ the royalties on the sales of Dr. Bremner's 

Story of Dentistry, Third edition, 1954. 


HISTORY OF OBTURATORS ‘ 
R/ Amatus Lusitanus (Juan Rodriguez, 1511-1568) and the obturator is 
discussed by Joshua O. Leibowitz in the Journal of the History of 
Medicine and Allied Sciences, 13:492-503, October, 1958. The author 
asserts that the obturator "was improved in 1728 by Fauchard...who 
inaugurated a fixation of the obturator to a dental prosthesis instead 
of the fixation by a sponge." This may be a misconception, and it is 
certainly a misstatement. The dental prosthesis of Fauchard's obtu- 


rator was merely an addition to the mechanical retention device; it 
was not a substitute for the sponge. 


RECENT BIOGRAPHIES BY DR. CESAR MENA SERRA 


B/ "Coronel Luis Magin Diaz Zayas Bazan - Dentistas de la Revolution." 
Protesis Clinica, Vol. 19:3, Jan. 1958. 


"Capitan Mariano Alberich Navarro - Dentistas de la Revolution:" 
Protesis Clinica, Vol. 19:3, Feb. 1958. 


"Comte, Victor Manuel Garcia Raoul:’- Dentistas de la Revolution." 
Protesis Clinica, Vol. 19:3, March, 1958. 


DENTISTRY AND THE YELLOW FEVER EPIDEMIC: 
B/ M. B. Varnado (J. Mississippi D. A., 14:9-11, Oct. 1958) relates: 
an interesting incident of "early state line dentistry" in Osyka, 


Pike County, Mississippi during the yellow fever epidemic in Louisiana 
at the turn of the century. 


CARIES PROPHYLAXIS HISTORICALLY VIEWED 

R/ C. Gysel publishes as one chapter of his "Aspects Actuels de la 
Prophylaxie de la Carie" in Revue Belge de Science Dentaire 

(13:360-385, 1958) "Aspects Historiques" in which he quotes or sum- 

marizes the opinions of many of the dental authors from the earliest 


times to the present with regard to the causes and the prevention of 
dental caries. 


MORE ABOUT DR. BEMIS 
R/ With regard to Samuel A. Bemis (see Bulletin, Nov., 1958) 

Theodor Blum reports: "I purchased his two instrument cabinets, 
all his instruments and all his book records many years ago. They are 
now in the library of the New York University Dental School in this 


city." This library also has the Blum collection of dental and 
medical items up to 1900. 


FACIAL EXPRESSION IN ANCIENT SCULPTURES 
E/ Luigi Casotti contributed an article entitled "Scultura Arcaica 
e Stomatologia" (Archaic Sculpture and Stomatology) Rivista 


Italiana di Stomatologia (13:190+195, Feb. 1958). The theme of the 
article, illustrated 5 examples, is that these sculptures attain 
their excellence through the facial expression, especially that due 
to the mouth. 


EARLY USE OF PORCELAIN IN DENTISTRY 

B/ Curt Proskauer relates in a lively fashion the story of the early 
use of porcelain in dentistry in ZM (46:695-698, Sept. 15, 1958). 

One of the illustrations (Fig. 1, p. 695) bears the legend : 

"Giuseppangelo Fonzi's oven for baking porcelain teeth about 1800," 

but the source is not indicated. This ascription contradicts Fonzi's 

explicit assertion in his exposition of 1808, that he has always 


baked his teeth in the commercial furnaces of Furmi, Dagoty, Neppal, 
and Lefevre in Paris. 


RECENT BIBLIOGRAPHY 


R/ Hering, H. J. “Acupuncture and Moxa Cautery in’Chinese and- 

Japanese Dentistry." Zahndrzt. Welt u. Reform, 59:654-655, 
Dec. 10, 1958. This article suggests the revival of these ancient 
treatments for certain conditions. 


Grassi,B., Miguel Angel. "Santa Apollonia y la Odontologia," p.19-28. 
Revista Odontologica Del Paraguay, Vol. 4:1, Jan.-April 
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